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Provincial Board News 
 

 
Remember to email provincialchief@ontariosquires.com about a circle 

pillar event to be featured in the next issue of The Squires Compass! 
 

As the beginning of the fraternal year has come and gone, I hope that your circle has planned many 
events for the upcoming months in all four pillars: service, circle, membership, and spiritual. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank those south-western circles who were able to attend the dinner 
with the Provincial Board on October 13, 2018 in Essex, ON. It was truly a great event in which we grew 
together in unity as Squires. I would like to also thank all those Chief Counsellors who attend the 
Counsellor Workshop on October 19-21, 2018 in Burlington, ON.  
 
On behalf of the Squires of Ontario, I would like to congratulate State Squires Director, Narciso and 
Eva Rodrigues, on their 25th Wedding Anniversary on November 14.  
 
The Provincial Board will be gathering next at the District Deputy’s Meeting on  November 
30-December 2, 2018 in Toronto, ON, where we will represent all Squires across Ontario as we look 
forward to the future and any changes that may bring. As December brings the beginning of Advent, I, 
along with the Provincial Board, pray that this time may be a time of spiritual growth as we await the 
Birth of Jesus. Following the tradition begun last year, each Provincial Board Member will be donating 
money to help feed a needy family at Christmas instead of exchanging gifts. Please continue to keep in 
your thoughts and prayers, all those families, especially those from your parish communities, who go 
without in this season of giving. 
 
As December and January approach, on behalf of the Ontario Provincial Board and State Team, I 
would like to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas as we celebrate the Birth of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ! We would also like to wish you a Happy New Year! May this new year bring new 
beginnings, new goals, and new achievements to you and your circle. Please continue to pray for the 
continued success of the Columbian Squires Program here in Ontario! If you have any questions or 
concerns throughout the upcoming months, or have an upcoming event that your circle would like the 
Provincial Board to be aware of, please feel free to contact myself by email 
(provincialchief@ontariosquires.com) or by phone (519-564-0376). 
 

Esto Dignus - Be Worthy, 
 

Matthew Ducharme 
Provincial Chief Squire 
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The Service Pillar 
 

 

This pillar employs all to play a role in their community and bring 
the Word of God to those in need, both inside and outside of the Church. 

 

Lucas McGee 
Provincial Service Committee Chairmen 

 

NOVEMBER 
CEMETERY CLEAN-UP 

November is the “Month of All Souls,” and many families choose to take time this month in remembrance of 
family members that have passed, making this the busiest time of the year in cemeteries. Before the month truly 
kicks in, encourage your Circle to clean your neighbourhood cemetery. Most churches have a cemetery they 
suggest to parishioners to bury their dead, so ask your pastor which cemetery that is, and spend a Saturday 
beautifying it. Cemeteries are big enough that the event can be enjoyed by even the largest circles, with all 
members helping to pick up discarded trash, pick dead flowers, and generally improve the look of the cemetery. 
Remember, even the smallest of details will be comforting to those who have lost a loved one. 

DECEMBER 
NURSING HOME VISIT 

With the Christmas season well underway in December, some people in need do not feel the joy often shared by 
others at this time. Specifically, senior citizens confined to nursing homes or retirement homes are often 
reminded of their families over the Christmas holidays and for many, their loved ones live far away, or have 
passed away, leaving people alone for Christmas. As a sign of good-tidings, circles should try to visit a nursing 
home, which would help brighten the often somber mood in these homes. There are several possible job options 
in homes, so circles of any size can assist the elderly, especially at this time of year: homes are looking for 
volunteers to converse with residents, decorate the building, and maybe do some light carolling. The circle can 
help to make the lives of senior citizens slightly happier, which is especially important at the time of Christmas. 

JANUARY 
HOT CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER 

There are many worthy causes looking for monetary donations throughout the year, including the Red Cross or 
Sharelife. As a circle, Squires can choose a deserving cause and host a hot chocolate fundraiser to raise money 
for the organization. The weather will likely be consistently below zero at this point in the year, so parishioners 
will appreciate a hot beverage for the journey home after Mass. Hot chocolate is easy to make, so even the 
youngest of Squires can assist in this event. At the end of the fundraiser, which would last for two weekends or 
so, all proceeds can be sent to the charity chosen by the circle, to be put towards a good cause. 
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The Circle Pillar 
 

 

This pillar focuses on unity within the circle. Events in this pillar are 
designed to encourage fraternity, brotherhood, and most of all, be fun. 

 

Aiden D’Souza 
Provincial Circle Committee Chairmen 

 

NOVEMBER 
MOVIE NIGHT 

Invite Squires and members of the parish to a Movie Night! Vote on a movie, make some popcorn, and 
socialize! This a great way to get closer to each other and form bonds with one another as well as a 
wonderful way to show potential squires the fun circles can have. If possible host on a Friday or 
Saturday evening for more participation. You may choose to include some board games as well. Make 
sure to bring extra movies! 

DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

Host a potluck party for Christmas. Have each squire bring a dish (if you want make it unique, have 
them bring in dishes related to their cultures). Top it off with drinks, snacks, music, games, and 
perhaps even a friendly snowball fight if the weather is favourable. This is a great way to get closer as 
a circle and have fun together while celebrating a festive season. Consider hosting this event a week or 
two before Christmas to allow for Squires to have Christmas week for family events. 

JANUARY 
NEW YEAR’S SPORTS TOURNAMENT 

Host a sports tournament for the new year. If you have access to a gym, basketball or floor hockey is a 
great option, otherwise IMPROVISE. Football in the snow, handball, soccer, ect. The options are not 
limited. This is a great way to work together and enforce some team bonding for the new year. Make 
this event a bring-a-friend event for added fun and possible new squires! Keep the tournament fun 
and interesting by offering a small candy prize to the winning team, use team captains, and most 
importantly have fun! 
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The Membership Pillar 
 

 

This pillar places importance on recruiting new Squires to maintain the life 
of the circle. It is vital to recruit young members to replace the old. 

 

Brennan Meloche 
Provincial Membership Committee Chairmen 

 
NOVEMBER 
FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT 

Get people involved with what we are as Squires. Invite new boys and their families to join 
your circle and help with an event that your circle is having. Getting boys involved will let 
them see what the Squires do and their parents will see what a great program the Squires is. 
Invite them to a family-friendly event so that everyone can enjoy themselves! 
 

DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Design flyers with information about the Squires and contact information for your Chief 
Squire and Chief Counselor, and go Christmas caroling with your circle and handout the flyers 
to houses to spread the word about your circle and get more members. Invite family 
members and friends to join in with the Christmas caroling, and hold a little after party with 
hot chocolate and snacks! 
 

JANUARY 
NEW YEAR’S PARTY 

Have a New Year’s party! Invite possible members, friends, family, parents and whoever else 
to a party with food and drink and have a good time while promoting the Squires. Plan a few 
activities and games for all ages so that everyone has a great time. Try minute-to-win-it, 
Christmas-themed crafts for the kids, etc.  
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The Spiritual Pillar 
 

 

This pillar is the core of the Squires, and it is through this that we deepen 
our relationship with Christ, represented by the letter “C” in our logo. 

 

Nigel Santamaria 
Provincial Spiritual Committee Chairmen 

 

NOVEMBER 
HUMAN ROSARY 

Everyone has a busy life, and we get so caught up in our everyday lives that we get forget to 
pray. Which is why we should take 30 minutes out of our day and pray the rosary. It's one of 
the most powerful prayers. So try a squire-lead human rosary, and dedicate it our Holy 
Mother. Announce it at your parish and invite everyone, not just squires, to participate. 
 
 

DECEMBER 
FOOD DRIVE 

It's the month of receiving gifts. Why not take the time and collect food and canned goods for 
the needy? We take most things for granted and it won't hurt us to give to the less fortunate. 
Something simple like a can of tuna can go a long way. 
 
 

JANUARY 
DAILY PRAYERS 

It's the new year, so start the year off right. Start the year off by praying in the morning and in 
the night. Whether it be when you wake up, or on your way to school/work. Then before you 
go to bed when you are in a nice and quiet place. Daily prayer is important for us to recognize 
how much God is active in our lives.  
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